
Quiz and swap – Goal 5 – Clean water and sanitation 

Cut out the questions/ answers and give one to each student 

 

 Questions and answer options Answers Note 

1 What are ‘waterborne diseases?’ 
A. Diseases that make water 

accumulate in the body. 
B. Diseases that are 

transmitted through 
polluted water 

C. Diseases that come from 
animals living in water 

 

Correct Answer: B 
 
Fact: Examples of waterborne 
diseases include salmonella and 
other intestinal infections that cause 
diarrhea and other stomach issues.  

 

    

2 What percentage of the world’s 
population has access to clean 
drinking water?  

A. 40 percent 
B. 60 percent 
C. 80 percent 

Correct Answer:  C 
Fact: Lack of access to clean water 
still affects almost a third of the 
world’s population. Lack of clean 
water often causes illnesses.   

 

    

3 How much of the water on Earth 
can be used as drinking water?  

A. 0,3% 
B. 3% 
C. 30% 

Correct Answer: A 
 
Did you know? The world is a closed 
system. This means that the same 
water exists today as did millions of 
years ago.  

 

    

4 Approximately how much of the 
human body is water?  

A. 45 percent 
B. 65 percent 
C. 85 percent 

Correct Answer: A 
 
Fact: Because of this high number, 
water is essential to humans’ health.  

 

    

5 What percentage of diseases in 
developing countries are caused 
by poor water conditions  

A. 50 percent  
B. 80 percent 
C. 100 percent  

Correct Answer: B 
 
Fact: About a third of all deaths in 
developing countries are caused by 
poor water conditions or lack of 
clean water. 

 

    

6 How much bigger is the water 
usage now compared to 50 years 
ago? 

A. 2 times as big 
B. 3 times as big  
C. 4 times as big 

Correct Answer: B 
 
Fact: If this consumption pattern 
continues, the world population will 
experience water shortage within 
this century.  

 



7 How many people in the world 
suffered from lack of clean 
drinking water in 2009?  

A. More than 100.000 
B. More than 1.000.000 
C. More than 11.000.000.000 

Correct Answer: C 
 
Fact: By 2013, this number had 
decreased to 780 million.  
 

 

    

8 Is groundwater a renewable 
resource?  

A. Yes; the amount of ground 
water increases 
significantly every time it 
rains 

B. No; new groundwater is 
not produced 

C. Yes and no; groundwater 
is currently being used 
more quickly than it is 
being produced.  

Correct Answer: C 
 
Fact: It takes up to a couple hundred 
years for new groundwater to be 
produced.  

 

    

9 Which of the following disease 
can be caused by drinking 
contaminated water? 

A. Hepatitis  
B. HIV 
C. Tuberculosis  

Correct Answer: A 
 
Fact: There are different types of 
hepatitis. One of the ways that type 
A transmits is through water and 
food contaminated by human feces. 
This is one reason why washing your 
hands after going to the bathroom is 
so important – and furthermore a 
reason why clean water for 
sanitation is crucial.   

 

    

10 Which of the following disease 
can be caused by drinking 
contaminated water? 

A. Malaria 
B. Cholera 
C. Meningitis  

Correct Answer: B 
 
Fact: This is one of the many reasons 
why access to clean drinking water is 
essential.  

 

    

11 Contaminated water can be made 
into drinking water by boiling it or 
by…? 

A. Adding chlorine tablets  
B. Adding calcium tablets  
C. Pouring  it through a 

coffee filter 

Correct Answer: A 
 
Fact: Chlorine tablets are used in 
many poor areas to prevent the 
transmission of waterborne 
diseases. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   



12 How many liters of water are 
needed to produce one person’s 
daily food intake?  

A. At least 20 liters 
B. At least 200 liters  
C. At least 2000 liters 

Correct Answer: C 
 
Fact: On average, between 2000 and 
5000 liters of water are used to 
produce the food that you eat in a 
day.  

 

    

13 How much of the water that is 
used world-wide is used for food 
production?   

A. 20 percent 
B. 50 percent 
C. 70 percent 

Correct Answer: C 
 
Fact: Only about 10 percent of the 
water that is used globally is used in 
households. The rest is used for 
industries and food productions  

 

    

14 How big a share of the world 
population does not have access 
to clean water?  

A. More than a third 
B. More than a sixth 
C. More than a ninth 

Correct Answer: B 
 
Fact: Since 1990, more than 1,6 
billion people world-wide have 
gotten access to clean drinking 
water, so we are on the right track. 
In Asia, the number of people with 
access to clean drinking water has 
increased by 30 percent since 1990, 
and in sub-Saharan Africa, this 
number is 22 percent.  

 

    

15 According to UNICEF, Malaria is 
the illness that kills most children 
under the age of 5, world-wide. 
What illness kills second-most?  

A. The flu 
B. Diarrhea  
C. Mononucleosis 

Correct Answer: B  
 
Fact: Diarrhea causes dehydration, a 
weak immune-system, and 
malnutrition – this kills 1,5 million 
children a year. In most cases, 
diarrhea can be treated with water, 
sugar and salt. 

 

    

16 Can a lack of clean water and 
toilets prevent a child from going 
to school?  

A. Yes  
B. No 

Correct Answer: A 
 
Fact: A lack of clean water and 
toilets exposes us to diseases, which 
can prevent a child from going to 
school. Furthermore, in some 
cultures, boys and girls are not 
supposed to share a bathroom, so if 
there are not enough bathrooms at 
the school for them to be gender-
divided, the girls will not be able to 
go to school.   

 

  
 
 
 

  



17 How many liters of tap-water does 
the average European use a day?  

A. About 100 liters 
B. About 150 liters 
C. About 200 liters 

Correct Answer: B 
 
Fact: Every time we shower or flush 
the toilet, we use more water than 
what is accessible to one of the 
hundreds of millions of people living 
in urban slum areas or dry areas in 
developing countries.  

 

    

18 What percentage of the world 
population still lacks access to 
proper toilets and a proper 
sewer-system?  

A. 29 percent 
B. 39 percent 
C. 49 percent 

Correct Answer: B 
 
Fact: 61 percent of the world 
population no has access to proper 
sanitation conditions. In 1990, that 
number was 54 percent. In spite of 
this progress, there are still large 
differences between urban and rural 
areas; and in the areas where 
progress is happening, they are 
often not benefitting the poorest 
citizens.  

 

    

19 What is the primary reason for 
why many water-projects in 
developing countries fail?  

A. Lack of maintenance 
B. Corruption in the country 

Correct Answer: A 
 
Fact: Many places, the locals are not 
being involved in the projects  or 
instructed in how to maintain the 
system – this leads to a lack of 
maintenance.  

 

    

20 Food production requires a lot of 
water. How much water is used to 
produce a hamburger?  

A. 24 liters 
B. 240 liters 
C. 2400 liters 

Correct Answer: C 
 
Fact: If you count all the food a 
person needs a day, it requires 2000-
5000 liters to produce. On top of 
this, add the production of foods 
that are not necessary for our 
survival, like hamburgers and coffee.  

 

    

21 What percentage of the citizens 
of rural Nepal had access to clean 
water in 2008?  

A. 34 percent 
B. 68 percent 
C. 91 percent  

Correct Answer: C 
 
Fact: Only 54 percent of the people 
living in developing countries have 
access to clean water.  

Check the fact data with 
current data.  

  
 
 
 
 
 

  



22 On average, how much time does 
an African woman spend a day 
getting water?  

A. 4 minutes 
B. 40 minutes 
C. 4 hours 

Correct Answer: C 
 
Fact: In many developing countries, 
individual houses do not have water 
installed. Instead, water is collected 
from wells and lakes.  

 

    

23 According to the UN, how much 
clean water does a person need 
per day to cover their basic daily 
needs (i.e. for drinking, 
sanitation, dish-washing, etc.)? 

A. 5-10 liters a day 
B. 10-30 liters a day 
C. 20-50 liters a day 

Correct Answer: C  
 
Fact: The average European uses 
about 80 liters a day (while this 
number is much higher in many 
individual European countries) The 
average Indonesian only uses about 
2-4 liters a day.  

 

    

24 What is the biggest threat to 
groundwater? 

A. Climate changes: less rain 
means less groundwater.  

B. Population growth: There 
are more and more people 
who need to share a 
limited amount of 
groundwater.  

C. Agriculture and industry: 
Insecticides and chemicals 
pollute the groundwater.   

Correct Answer:  
 
Fact:  

 

    

25 On average, how many liters of 
water does a person living in a 
developing country have access 
to? 

A. 10 liters per day  
B. 30 liters per day 
C. 60 liters per day  

Correct Answer: A 
 
Fact: In comparison, the average 
European uses about 80 liters of 
water per day.  

 

    

26 Is new groundwater produced? 
A. Yes 
B. No 

Correct Answer: A 
 
Fact: Groundwater is produced 
when rainwater and water from 
irrigation seeps through the 
underground. This seepage is part of 
a hundred-year long cycle of 
precipitation, evaporation and 
condensation.  

 

    

27 True or false: In 2006, more than 
400 million children lacked access 
to clean drinking-water.  

A. True 

Correct Answer: Tue 
 
Fact: According to UNICEF, 425 
million children did not have access 

 



B. False to clean drinking-water in 2016.  
1,5 million children die every year 
because they do not have access to 
clean water and proper sanitary 
conditions.  

    

28 How can you improve the 
drinking-water in polluted areas?  

A. Fertilize the ground with 
calcium so it seeps 
through and purifies the 
groundwater.  

B. Plant trees with deep 
roots.   

C. Once the groundwater is 
polluted, it is too late to 
do anything. 

Correct Answer:  B 
 
Fact: Robust trees with deep root 
systems, which extract the harmful 
substances from the ground near 
water drillings and wells, can reduce 
the pollution significantly.  

 

    

29 In 2011, we were about 6,9 billion 
people on Earth. How many 
people lived without access to 
toilets and sewerage?  

A. About 260.000 people 
B. About 2,6 million people 
C. About 2,6 billion people 

Correct Answer: C 
 
Fact: Toilets and sewerage are good 
ways to lead the harmful bacteria 
from human stools away from 
people. Lack of proper sanitary toilet 
facilities is so fatal that it kills a child 
every 20 seconds. That is 135 
children in a 45 minute period.  

 

    

30 The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) believes that many 
developing countries will lack 
water before the end of 2030.  
How many developing countries 
does FAO believe will lack water?  

A. 1 in 5 developing countries 
B. 1 in 3 developing countries  
C. Every developing country 

Correct Answer: A 
 
Fact: The reason for this is not only 
that developing countries generally 
have fewer water resources. 
Developing countries also do not 
have the same financial and 
technological opportunities to 
exploit the existing water resources 
as do the industrialized nations.  

 

 


